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SIERRA COUNTY CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COMMISSION
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
FRIDAY, JANUARY 28, 2011
The Sierra County Children and Families Commission met on January 28, 2011, at 9:30 A.M. at 105 Beckwith Street, Loyalton, California.  The meeting was called to order at 9:35 A.M. by Chairperson Laurie Marsh.
ROLL CALL

Present:   Derek Cooper, Robin Jaquez, Laurie Marsh, Carol Roberts, Scott Schlefstein, Birdsong Sundstrom, and Mary Wright 
Absent:  None 
Staff Members Present:
Michael Filippini, Executive Director

Karen C. Rickman, Business Manager

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Ms. Sundstrom moved to approve the agenda with the following changes:  Item H. 10 was moved to H. 2, and Item H. 8 was moved to H. 3.  Ms. Wright seconded the motion as amended and the agenda was approved unanimously.
PUBLIC COMMENT

None
(Mr. Derek Cooper entered the meeting at this point.)
REPORTS

Director’s Report

Mr. Filippini announced a Provider Network meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 3, 2011.   This is a required meeting for participation in the Provider Network program.
Mr. Filippini explained that Governor Brown’s Proposed Budget would sweep First 5 State and county reserves and redirect 50% of future Proposition 10 revenue to other State Children’s Health Programs.  The First 5 association urges commissioners to consider how this proposal would take away local control of these funds.  He hoped the commissioners would encourage their decision makers to work to keep First 5 funds in the counties.
Mr. Filippini introduced Scott Schlefstein, the newest member on the commission representing the Board of Supervisors.    Mr. Filippini noted he was looking forward to working with Mr. Schlefstein in his role as a commissioner for First 5 Sierra.
Business Manager Report

Expenditure Report November 12, 2010 through January 14, 2011:   The Commissioners reviewed the expenditures and there were no questions.

Budget Review – Review Administrative Ratio – through January 14, 2011:  The Commission reviewed the Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual report.  Ms. Rickman noted that the actual to-date Administrative Ratio is 32%.  The target administrative ratio is 16%.  The admin ratio will continue to decrease as program dollars are expended at year end.  
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Commissioner Report

None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of November 19, 2010


Ms. Sundstrom moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of November 19, 2010, Ms. Jaquez seconded the motion and the minutes were approved by the following vote:
AYES:  
Mr. Cooper, Ms. Jaquez, Ms. Marsh, Ms. Sundstrom and Ms. Wright

NOES:  
None

ABSENT:  
None
ABSTAIN:  
Ms. Roberts and Mr. Schlefstein  (Not in attendance at November 


meeting)
OLD BUSINESS

Resolution of Appreciation for Patricia Whitley
Ms. Marsh read the Resolution of Appreciation to all members of the Commission.  Mr. Filippini thanked Ms. Whitley for her years of service to the Commission and wished her continued success in her future endeavors.


Ms. Roberts moved to approve and adopt Resolution No. 10-11, Resolution of Appreciation – Patricia Whitley, as read.  Ms. Jaquez seconded the motion and Resolution No. 10-11 was adopted unanimously.

Approve and Authorize a Contract for Services for Toddler Towers to Complete Assessments on Preschool Students, not to exceed $3,000 School Readiness Funding

Ms. Sundstrom moved to approve and authorize the contract for services to Toddler Towers to complete preschool student assessments not to exceed $3,000.  Ms. Roberts seconded the motion.

Ms. Sundstrom questioned the fact that school readiness funding was ending and asked if the program would continue after the funding from the State ended.  Mr. Schlefstein asked how long these assessments had been occurring and whether there were parent conference attached to the assessment process. Mr. Filippini noted that this was the third year for the assessments and the second year funded, and it was anticipated that funding would not continue.  Mr. Filippini responded that parent conferences to specifically explain test results were not part of the assessment requirement.


After full discussion, the motion was carried unanimously.

Approve and Authorize a Contract for Services of Christa Ketchum to Complete Assessments on Preschool Students, not to exceed $3,000, School Readiness Funding

Ms. Wright moved to approve and authorize the contract for services to Christa Ketchum to complete preschool student assessments not to exceed $3,000.  Ms. Jaquez seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
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Approve and Authorize a Contract for Services with Sierra County Mental Health to Provide Behavioral Specialist Services for 2010-2011, not to exceed $50,000 School Readiness Funding

Ms. Sundstrom moved to approve and authorize a contract for services with Sierra County Mental Health to provide Behavioral Specialist Services for 2010-2011, not to exceed $50,000, funded through School Readiness.  Mr. Cooper seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS

Adopt Three-Year Financial Plan 2010-2013

Ms. Roberts moved to adopt the Three-Year Financial Plan 2010-2013 as presented, Ms. Sundstrom seconded the motion and the Three-Year Financial Plan 2010-2013 was adopted unanimously.

Budget Revisions – Authorize Budget Revisions to Balance 2010 – 2011 Budget

Ms. Rickman noted the proposed revisions will move budget dollars to allow for spending in detail expense accounts.


Ms. Sundstrom moved to approve the budget revisions as presented, Ms. Wright seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
West Side Preschool Subsidy – Shelly Fischer – Clubhouse Daycare

Mr. Filippini reviewed the recent correspondence to Shelly Fischer, Clubhouse Daycare, and a recent conversation that he had with Ms. Fischer, regarding her participation in the Provider Network and Preschool Subsidy program.  It was agreed to by Ms. Fischer and Mr. Filippini that Ms. Fischer was not interested in participating in the programs at this time due to the constraint on her time.  Mr. Filippini noted that he will continue to work with Ms. Fischer and include her in available opportunities.  Ms. Sundstrom noted that her distance from available meeting places has limited her participation in the Provider Network program.  Ms. Sundstrom also noted that she has observed the preschool program that Ms. Fischer provides and stated that the program is comparable to the participating preschool programs.  Ms. Sundstrom hopes that the commission can work with Ms. Fischer to afford her the same opportunities availed other preschool providers in our program.  It was noted that Ms. Fischer will have to want to participate in the program on some level to receive any benefit.  It was agreed that Mr. Filippini and Ms. Sundstrom and Ms. Wright will continue to encourage Ms. Fischer.
Approve and authorize a Contract for Services with Amy Filippini, Mini-Grant, Early Sprouts, not to exceed $2,500 School Readiness Funding

Ms. Filippini presented the Early Sprouts program request to the Commission.  She noted that this program is a nutrition program directed at preschool age students.  She will incorporate the existing garden project and the Early Sprouts Nutrition Program at the Sierra Kid’s Center.  


Ms. Sundstrom moved to approve and authorize a Contract for Services with Amy Filippini to provide the Early Sprouts Nutrition Program, Ms. Wright seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.
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Approve and Authorize a Contract for Services with Amber Donnelly, Mini-Grant, Rolling Into Reading, not to exceed $2,500 School Readiness Funding
Ms. Donnelly presented the Rolling Into Reading mini-grant request for funding to the Commission.  She noted the importance of motor skills as they relate to the ability to learn to read.  The program will be held at the Loyalton High School gymnasium through a facility use agreement.  The two standards to be met with this program are:  Standard 1 – Demonstrate motor skills and movement patterns needed to perform a variety of physical activities; Standard 2 – Demonstrate knowledge of movement concepts, principles, and strategies as they apply to learning and performance of physical activities.

Ms. Wright moved to approve and authorize a contract for services with Amber Donnelly to provide the Rolling Into Reading program at a cost to not exceed $2,500.  Ms. Jaquez seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

(Ms. Roberts left the meeting at this point.)

Authorize Executive Director to Develop a Contract for Services to Provide Mommy and Me, Cooking with WIC Foods, Sierra County WIC, not to exceed $1,750, School Readiness Funding

Mr. Filippini reported that the Sierra County WIC program had requested our partnership with this program.  It was noted that the Catholic Hall was the location for the event.  This location had been chosen by the Sierra County WIC program director because of the kitchen size and the availability of a room for the children of the parents participating in the program.   A contract for services will presented at the February meeting for the commission’s approval.

Ms. Sundstrom moved to authorize the Executive Director to develop a contract for service to Sierra County WIC to provide Mommy and Me Cooking WIC Foods classes. Mr. Cooper seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
Teleconference Meeting on West Side of County Discussion

Mr. Filippini reviewed Government Code Section 54953 of the Brown Act regarding the rules for teleconferenced meetings.  It was noted that in cases of bad weather a teleconference meeting would be desirable.  After full discussion, it was decided that if bad weather is anticipated, a teleconference meeting can be scheduled in advance with proper notification, on an as needed basis.

Authorize Executive Director to develop plans and scope of work and obtain estimates for drainage issues at the Childcare Center

Mr. Filippini reported that the Childcare Center has an icing issue and drainage issue facing the Center.  Mr. Filippini would like to explore ways to solve these drainage issues.  Mr. Schlefstein questioned which area of the building was affected.  Mr. Filippini noted the drainage issue is at the back of the building.


Ms. Wright moved to authorize the Executive Director to develop plans and scope of work and obtain estimates for the drainage issues at the Childcare Center.  Ms. Jaquez seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
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Authorize Memorandum of Understanding for the Dental/Health Children’s Fair, not to exceed $4,999 School Readiness Funding

Mr. Filippini reviewed the memorandum of understanding for the Dental/Health Children’s Fair in partnership with Sierra County WIC.  Elisabeth Henson, Communication Specialist noted that First 5 Sierra will have a table present with information for participants in the fair. The purchase of a banner for First 5 Sierra was suggested and Ms. Henson will investigate the possible purchase.


Ms. Sundstrom moved to authorize the memorandum of understanding between Sierra County Children’s and Families Commission and the sierra County WIC program to provide the Dental/Health Children’s Fair, not to exceed $4,999.  Mr. Schlefstein seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

Letter of Support for Nevada County Commission Appeal Regarding Small County Augmentations

First 5 Nevada County Commissioner, Hank Weston has requested support for a letter he has written and plans to mail to the State Commission regarding the reduction to several of the largest small county augmentations.  There was a lengthy process to develop a new formula for the Small County Augmentation last year.  All counties had input to this process.  First 5 Sierra as the second smallest county did have a slight reduction to our augmentation based on the new formula.  Mr. Weston hopes to get the State commission to reconsider the adopted revised formula and he would like our support and signature on this letter.  Mr. Filippini further explained that the State Commission has legitimate fiscal concerns as the revenue from tobacco sales reduces annually.  It is unlikely the State Commission will reconsider the small county augmentation formula at this time.

Mr. Schlefstein moved to not support the Nevada County First 5 Commission letter of appeal to the State Commission regarding the small county augmentation formula changes at this time and requested that the Executive Director prepare a letter of response to Mr. Weston.  Ms. Sundstrom seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
ADVANCED PLANNING
The next regular meeting of the SCCFC is scheduled to be held on Friday, February 25, 2011, at 9:30 A.M. at the First 5 Sierra office located at 105 Beckwith Street, Loyalton, California.  
Suggested Agenda Items

1. Tobacco Smoke Free Movie Endorsement – Presentation and Action Item
2. Tobacco – Letter of Support in Reducing Tobacco Sales to Minors
3. Contract  for Services – Mommy & Me Cooking with WIC Foods
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 A.M. 
Submitted by:
Michael Filippini, Executive Director 
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